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CHALLENGES ON THE R(

There are many challenges involved in bri
States. AKC, a registry organization, is interested in numbers, quantity of dogs available for r|
tration. Breeders/owners are interested in quality, often limiting the numbers of dogs used in

breeding programs. How, then, do you 0gro
Building a new club, for any breed, requires hard work and creativity. The reality is that the m
ity of owners in any breed are oOpetd owne
ties. They dondt necessarily care if thei

AKC shows. How, then, do you get these people involved in supporting the growth of their br
and club?

| will confess that | am not an owner of a GBGV. | have known them since my early involvem
with PBGV, beginning in the 1980s. They are a fabulous breed, wonderful characters, just to
for me! | also have extensive knowledge about growing breed clubs. | was a founding memb
PBGVCA, of the PBGV Club of Greater NY, of Hudson Valley Golden Retriever Club, and of
Ri dge Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club.

is heading towards full recognition. | admit that only the PBGV clubs faced the added difficult

D A

dealing with a relatively rare breed. However, the underlying issues are the same for all of the¢m,

how to attract members.

With BRCKCSC, the majority of our members

we had to focus our club activities in a way that would involve everyone. After our early orgarfiza-

tional meetings, held at restaurants, we
dogs. I know of another club that mixes i
homes. For a non AKC breed, permission from the show giving club can be obtained, to mee|

after show hours. One of our early matches for PGBVCGNY was the evening before an all bieed

show.

walk. We followed that with a tailgate picnic. We also involved some of our members is visiti

nursing homes. Most important, we asked and listened to our members about what they wan
to do. Most enjoy just getting together to socialize with each other and the dogs. They love tg
share about their pets with others who fe
to get the business done, to move the club along towards show giving status, while involving

Other club activities can include meeting at a dog friendly park or facility with trails and goin?-Fr a

ed

\1%

all

members in having a good time. (This was evident in June, when we held our match and theg sup-

ported the entry at our local all breed. Many of the hardest working, most supportive member
were non show people. We couldndét have do

| know it is different and difficult with GBGVCA members so few and far apart. Each of you w
dogs is a representative of your breed. Looking for ways to expose the public to the breed, a
attract potential new owners, takes some imagination. Look for every opportunity available tg

your breed out there.
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CHALLENGES ON THE ROAD AHEADé(continued)

Many communities have local walks and fundraisers for various charities. Many will be happy tq,
have you walk with your dog. Take your dog everywhere possible and carry information about
the breed. Welcome the questions and curiosity; you never know when you might attract a ne

owner.

If you are part of the dog show world, ask your local clubs if they would like a presentation of the
breed as a program for their members. Many clubs are also presenting Meet the Breed days and
will allow rare breeds to participate. Check and see if there are other rare breeds in your area.

You might be able to team up and have a rare breed match involving multiple breeds. See if ther

are any activities from the bigger rare breed organizations within travel distance and go to those

| hope that the few of you who are breeding are conveying the importance and responsibility of
promoting the breed toall your puppy buyers. Early on in PBGVCA, we had people get involved
and support the growth of the club who knew they would not continue for the long haul. They

were willing to give to the breed when it was critical. The same has been true with BRCKCSC,
with some of our early supporters dropping out now that we are more established. They under-

stood we needed the numbers and were willing to be counted in for a while.

The bottom line is, being creative, imaginative and open, to all possibilities. Welcome ideas an ‘
input for everyone who cares about the breed. Reach out to the pet owners and ask their sup-
port in furthering the growth of the breed. You will have to increase your numbers to meet AK
demands. Be willing to go slowly and carefully, to not breed unethically just to get numbers
¢

quickly. Take a long view, be patient and persistent, and you will achieve your goals.
Best to all, and hug your dogs, Barbara Pepper, Bonheur ‘

PRESI DENTO0S . ME

irst and foremost | would like to thank Barbara Pepper, one of our A Directors, tor
sharing her valuable experience and positive insight into the challenges the GBGVCA and its

members will face going forward towards our common goal of AKC recognition.

As | mentioned in our previous newsletter, we have formed an Events Committee (E/C) consist- ‘

ing of a few select GBGVCA members from across the country. The recently formed Events
Committee held its first conference call meeting on July 9, 2008 where the E/C Team brain
stormed ideas for opportunities to showcase the GBGV and discussed other types of promotio
and methods for exposure. | would like to extend a sincere thanks to the members of the E/C

Committee who have willingly accepted to volunteer their time and talents for the benefit of our
noble breed. Our E/C Team consists of Debbie Howd (Thurmont, MD,) Rodney Jones (Marion,
IL,) Joy Schneider (Lakeville, MN,) Cathy Miskelly Benedict (Irvine, CA) and myself as the Com-

mittee Chair.

Our Meet the Breed (MTB) Exhibits (like
the one pictured from Marion, IL) have
been very well received and generated a
great interest among dog show patrons,
GBGYV enthusiasts and dog fanciers in gen-
eral. Over the past 2 years we have held
6 MTB Exhibits in association with several
local Kennel Club All Breed Dog Shows,
an FSS Expo and the PBGVCA National

#A and Regional Specialties. We will highligh

these MTB Exhibits in the next edition of N EW Wy
our Newsletter and showcase a selection

of photos from each MTB opportunity.

(continued on Page 4)

MARION, ILLINOIS i JUNE 2008
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MEET THE GBGVCA PACK
ONE CAN @ HELP BUT BE HAPPY WHEN A GBGV IS NEAR!

| have never met a dog with a face like that of my GBGV, Emma. The combination of that sweet,

little face, her funny waddling walk and her personality just makes one smile!

| was living in Germany and wanted a second dog and happened to see a GBGV. | decided this
‘ — would be the ideal second dog for me and proceeded to

iy e find a breeder. After several hours on the phone and

R : i i the disappointment of learning that it was about a 2 year

{ wait to get a puppy in Europe, one breeder suggested
that | try Vivian Phillips in England who turned out to be
JEmmads breeder.

On September 11, 2006 Debucher Prima Donna gave ‘
| birth to the litter fathered by Debucher Yorrick that
| would have my puppy. About a month after the litter
was born Vivien contacted me with photos of Debucher
Baguette the female tricolor puppy that | could have. |
fell in love right away and decided to call her Emma. The
| day she turned 9 weeks old | flew to England to get her
and we flew back to Germany together.
| Emma spent the next 8 months of her life living on the ‘ ;
North Sea coast in Germany. Right about the time she
turned 4 months old she discovered the ocean and that was the beginning of her love of swim-
ming. She would spend hours attacking waves, fetching sticks and chasing birds. A total swim-
ming and hunting dog had emerged. My other dog Katie, a Kuvasz, became her protector and

best friend. They were instantly an inseparable pair. Emma also learned to enjoy the company of
my 2 cats as well as an occasional chase game with them.

Emma was enrolled in puppy obedience school at 5 months old. Untypical for a GBGV she ex-
celled at o0school é and was top puppy in he

In July we packed up and moved to Minnesota. Aside from her jetlag the first night, Emma
adapted quite well. One of Emmads favorit
cally swims after them but never catches them. Winter was also something new and Emma think
snow is great! The only problem is that she tends to get ice balls between her toes but when it
happens she stops and holds up the paw so | know that she needs help. With the long Minnesota
winters my little swimmer could not wait to get back in the pond the moment it began to thaw

and it is no secret whose dog had to be rescued from the ice in the middle of the pond one day!
Everyone just laughs at her as she never gives up. She is the clown of the park. For Emma there

is nothing better than being all wet and dir
fun!

Emmadés number one in |ife is wrestling an
chasing birds, squirrels and rabbits come right in at a close second. She is also a big fan of snug-

gling with omomé, hugs and kisses includep:

Emma is such a great and truly loyal pup, the GBGV is really a great breed. She brings so mN EW Wy
joy into my life every day!

Submitted byoy Schneider, Lakeville, MN
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GBGVCA NEWS fi PRESIDENTS MESSAGE... (Continued from Page 2)

We receive many compliments on our display from observers however the best ambassador for the GBGVCA is the GBG
We always try to ensure that we have one of our four footed members available to meet the people first hand and up clos
personal. Our E/C Team is continually looking for other opportunities to hold our MTB Exhibit and if any member has asy
tion we welcome your input. Corey Benedict, President

LE GBGVCA GALERIE

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE GBGVCA? FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR DETACH AND RETURN THE FORM BELOW. WWnggV net

Applicant Name:

Address: Work/Cell
City/State/Zip Email address

Malil to: Shirley Knipe, Membership Chair, 14252 Trinity Road, Brooksville, FL 34614




